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An inspec t ion was made a t the above s i t e w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f observ ing 
the p lan t opera t ion and c o l l e c t i n g an e f f l u e n t grab sample. Upon a r r i v a l 
at the r e f i n e r y , I was informed by Henry Haas t ha t the t reatment f a c i l i t i e s 
were exper ienc ing problems and as a r e s u l t , e f f l u e n t was being d i v e r t e d to 
the t r ea ted water basin and there was no d ischarge to the Chicago San i ta ry 
and Ship Canal. An inspec t ion o f the t reatment un i t s f o l i a t e d t h i s conversa
t i o n . I was accompanied by Leo E r c h u l l . 

1. The API o i l separa to r was ope ra t i ng q u i t e e f f i c i e n t l y . Most 
o f the su r face o i l was being removed w i t h on l y a si ight 
i r r i d e c e n c e remai ni ng. Erchu 11 claimed tha t t h i s removed o i l 
to approx imate ly 1 ppm. 

2. Fo l lowing the e q u i l i z a t i o n tank which receives API separator 
e f f l u e n t along w i t h decantate from the sludge c e n t r i f u g e , 
wastes are s e t t l e d w i t h lime a d d i t i c n . E f f l u e n t a t t h i s 
po in t was a cloudy l i g h t green co lo r w i t h no v i s i b l e so l i ds 
and w i t h a s l i g h t o i l presence. 

3- The a c t i v a t e d sludge p o r t i o n o f t h i s p l a n t received the 
c l a r i f i e r e f f l u e n t a l o n g w i t h i n t e r m i t t e n t domes t i c was tes 
from an ad jacent l i f t s t a t i o n . The contents of t h i s tank 
appeared s a t i s f a c t o r y w i t h i t s l i g h t brown c o l o r . The 
u n i t uses fou r mechani ca 1 aera to rs w i t h s ludge being returned 
at these fou r p o i n t s . F a c i l i t i e s e x i s t f o r add i t i on of 
n u t r i e n t s i f the need should a r i s e . 

The corresponding f i n a l c l a r i f i e r appeared to be in s a t i s f a c t o r y 
c o n d i t i o n . The e f f l u e n t was a b i t cloudy w i t h some s l i g h t 
v i s i b l e s o l i d s . This d ischarge was being s to red in the t r ea ted 
water basi n. 

k. The storm water basin was observed du r i ng the i nspec t i on . 
A l though t h i s i s mainly non-contaminated storm r u n o f f , o i l 
cou ld be e a s i l y no t i ced on the s u r f a c e . Th is accumulat ion o f 
storm water is re leased at a constant r a t e to the process f l ow . 

5. No d ischarge was observed at the Chicago Sani tary & Ship Canal . 
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